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Christmas is in jeopardy for some New Englanders after storms and flooding 
knocked out power 
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A sign is seen in the parking lot behind the Quarry Tap Room, Tuesday, Dec. 19, 2023, in Hallowell, Maine. 
Associated Press 
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By PATRICK WHITTLE, LISA 
RATHKE and MICHAEL CASEY 
Associated Press 
PORTLAND, Maine (AP) — 
Megan Michaud and her 
family of five lost power for 
three days after a powerful 
storm throttled her home 
state of Maine, and a new 
challenge is creeping up 
on her - it’s almost time for 
Christmas. “This morning, my 
second grader told me, ‘It’s 
five days until Christmas’ and 
I told myself that can’t be 
right,” said Michaud, 42, of 
Kennebunkport. “But it turns 
out the calendar keeps mov- 
ing even when you’re in the 
middle of something.” 
Michaud has had to toss 
all of the family’s food. She 
has not wrapped a single 
gift and hasn’t been able 
to start prepping Christmas 
dinner because of the chaos 
the storm has unleashed in 
Maine. She spent three days 
heating her home with a gas 
fireplace, shuffling back and 
forth from her parents’ house 
and waiting patiently for 
power before it was finally 
restored Wednesday after- 
noon. 
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Christmas is in jeopardy for some New Englanders after storms and flooding 
knocked out power 


Continued from Front 


It’s a scene playing out all 
over northern New England, 
where the havoc wrought by 
an unexpectedly strong storm 
has made the festive season 
anything but. 
The heavy pre-Christmas 
storm that hit Monday has 
brought dangerous flooding 
and widespread power out- 
ages to Maine. The aftermath 
of the storm has left hundreds 
of thousands in the dark, 
closed ski resorts, washed 
out roads, closed bridges 
and caused families to throw 
away spoiled holiday food. 
It’s unclear when everyone 
will have power back, but of- 
ficials and utilities in the state 
have said some will have to 
wait until the holiday. 
In South Berwick, Jessica Hy- 
land was relieved when her 
power finally snapped back 
on Wednesday morning. But 
she still had not been able to 
buy a Christmas tree and was 


far behind on holiday chores. 
“I was on my way to mild to 
moderate hysteria,” she said. 
People across the northeast- 
ern U.S. were still mopping 
up Wednesday after the 
storm dumped torrential 
rains and brought damag- 
ing winds from Pennsylvania 
to Maine, as some rivers in 
the region rose even higher. 
Some of the worst damage 
was in Vermont and Maine. 
Others, such as Ellen Briggs of 
Portland, were tending to the 
thousands of downed trees 
that fell in the storm. 
“Now there’s a lot of debris 
to clean up,” said Briggs, 
who had a 60-foot (18-me- 
ter) white pine collapse in 
her yard. 
At least five people in East 
Coast states were killed in the 
storms with deaths reported 
in Pennsylvania, New York, 
Massachusetts and Maine. 
Democratic Maine Gov. 
Janet Mills said water levels 
were expected to drop in 


the coming days but they 
remained dangerously high 
and posed a serious risk in 
many parts of the state. The 
Kennebec River, which runs 
through Augusta, and the 
Sandy, Swift, Carrabassett 
and Androscoggin rivers were 
all seeing higher water lev- 
els than typical, leading to 
damage and closures, the 
Maine Department of Trans- 
portation said. 
Mills urged people in heav- 
ily impacted areas to avoid 
travel Wednesday. It was a 
tough blow just before the 
holiday, Mills said. 
“It can’t be ignored that this 
storm arrives just a few days 
before Christmas, a time of 
joy,” Mills said. “For many in 
Maine that may no longer 
be the case. People dealing 
with the loss of their homes 
and damage to property.” 
The storm hit many states, 
and more than 5 inches 
(13 centimeters) of rain fell 
in parts of New Jersey and 


northeastern Pennsylvania. 
Portions of several other states 
got more than 4 inches (10 
centimeters), according to 
the National Weather Service. 
Utility crews worked to restore 
power to customers after the 
powerful storm. Wind gusts 
reached nearly 70 mph (113 
kph) along the New England 
shoreline. 
Mills declared a civil state of 
emergency for most of Maine, 
noting the storm had “caused 
significant flooding and in- 
frastructure damage, includ- 
ing to the state’s federal-aid 
highways.” 
It is the kind of weather event 
that is becoming “the new 
norm” in Maine in the era of 
climate change and more 
severe storms, said Pete Rog- 
ers, director of the Maine 
Emergency Management 
Agency. 
“I think we’re going to see 
multihazard events,” Rogers 
said. “They come out very 
fast, they come out very 


strong. Coastal flooding, 
beach erosion.” 
Several ski resorts in Maine 
that were forced to close due 
to flooding announced they 
were cleaning up and plan- 
ning to reopen in the coming 
days. Officials at Sugarloaf 
Mountain said they were 
cleaning up Wednesday and 
planned to open Thursday. 
At Sunday River ski resort in 
western Maine, officials said 
they planned to reopen Sat- 
urday. A third resort, Saddle- 
back in Rangely, Maine, was 
also forced to closed and 
planned to reopen Friday. 
Most of the resorts were 
still assessing the damage. 
But it was clear they were 
hit hard. A road leading to 
Sunday River Grand Summit 
Hotel and Conference Center 
washed out Monday after- 
noon after a brook running 
alongside the resort burst its 
banks. The Gould Academy 
competition center there also 
was filled with several feet of 
mud and ice. 
Dirk Gouwens, executive di- 
rector of Ski Maine, a nonprof- 
it that represents ski interests 
in the state, said all of the 19 
ski areas in the state closed 
or chose not to open due to 
the floods. The reason was 
not due to damage to the 
resorts but because access 
on roads to many ski areas 
was hampered. 
“Most of the damage was 
done to the road infrastruc- 
ture around the state, mostly 
due to culverts washing out, 
rivers overflowing their banks,” 
Gouwens said. “The main 
issue is access and getting 
around the state. There are 
still tons of roads that are 
closed.” 
Some towns in Vermont, 
which had suffered major 
flooding from a storm in 
July, were seeing more flood 
damage. Five months after 
flooding inundated Vermont’s 
capital, water entered the 
basements of some down- 
town Montpelier businesses as 
the city monitored the level 
of the Winooski River. 
“Seeing homes and busi- 
nesses surrounded by water 
once again has been heart- 
breaking,” Vermont Gov. Phil 
Scott told reporters Tuesday. 
“I can’t imagine the toll that 
has on anyone.”q 


Cars are flooded in a parking lot at the Hathaway Creative Center alongside the Kennebec River, Tuesday, Dec. 19, 2023, in 
Waterville, Maine. 
Associated Press 
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By MIKE SCHNEIDER 
Associated Press 
ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — The 
number of immigrants to 
the U.S. jumped to the high- 
est level in two decades this 
year, driving the nation’s 
overall population growth, 
according to estimates re- 
leased Tuesday by the U.S. 
Census Bureau. 
The United States added 
1.6 million people, more 
than two-thirds of which 
came from international 
migration, bringing the na- 
tion’s population total to 
334.9 million. It marks the 
second year in a row that 
immigration powered pop- 
ulation gains. 
A decline in the number of 
deaths since the depths of 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
also contributed to the U.S. 
growth rate. 
Population gains stem from 
immigration and births out- 
pacing deaths. 
After immigration declined 
in the latter half of last de- 
cade and dropped even 
lower 
amid 
pandemic- 
era restrictions, the num- 
ber of immigrants last year 
bounced back to almost 
1 million people. The trend 
continued this year as the 
nation added 1.1 million 


people. 
The last time immigration 
surpassed 1.1 million peo- 
ple was in 2001, according 
to Census Bureau figures 
compiled by William Frey, a 
demographer at The Brook- 
ings Institution. 
It is a sign of things to come. 
Without immigration, the 
U.S. population is projected 
to decline as deaths are 
forecast to outpace births 
by the late 2030s. 
“The 
immigration 
piece 
is going to be the main 


source of growth in the fu- 
ture,” Frey said. 
The 
census 
determines 
how many U.S. congressio- 
nal seats each state gets. 
If trends continue through 
the 2030 count, California 
could lose four U.S. House 
seats and New York three. 
Texas could gain four seats 
and Florida could add 
three, according to an 
analysis by the Brennan 
Center for Justice. 
While low by historical stan- 
dards, 2023’s half-percent 


growth rate was a slight up- 
tick from the 0.4% rate last 
year and the less than 0.2% 
increase in 2021. 
There were about 300,000 
fewer 
deaths 
this 
year 
compared with a year ear- 
lier. That helped double 
the natural increase to 
more than 500,000 people 
in 2023, contributing to the 
largest U.S. population gain 
since 2018, according to 
estimates 
that 
measure 
change from mid-2022 to 
mid-2023. The population 


increased in 42 states, up 
from last year’s 31 states. 
The vast majority of growth, 
87%, came from the South, 
a region the Census Bureau 
defines as stretching from 
Texas to Maryland and Del- 
aware. But the concentra- 
tion of growth seen during 
the height of the pandem- 
ic in Texas, Florida, North 
Carolina and Georgia di- 
minished in 2023. 
“We peaked in the move- 
ment of people to those 
Sun Belt hotshots,” Frey said. 
“It’s tapering off a little bit.” 
South 
Carolina’s 
1.7% 
growth rate topped all oth- 
er states, and its population 
rose by more than 90,000 
residents. More than 90% of 
the growth came from do- 
mestic migration, or people 
moving from another U.S. 
state to South Carolina. 
Without domestic and in- 
ternational migration, the 
Palmetto State would have 
lost population in 2023 with 
almost 1,300 more deaths 
than births. 
Florida had the next-high- 
est growth rate at 1.6%, 
adding more than 365,000 
residents. 
That was also the second- 
highest growth in terms of 
raw numbers. q 


This Sept. 26, 2005 photo shows a view of downtown Savannah, Ga., from Drayton Tower’s 
northwest corner. 
Associated Press 


Immigration fuels uptick in U.S. population growth 


By BARBARA ORTUTAY 
AP Technology Writer 
The Federal Trade Commis- 
sion is proposing sweeping 
changes to a decades-old 
law that regulates how on- 
line companies can track 
and advertise to children, 
including turning off tar- 
geted ads to kids under 13 
by default and limiting push 
notifications. 
The federal Children’s On- 
line Privacy Protection Act, 
or COPPA, requires kid-ori- 
ented apps and websites 
to get parents’ consent be- 
fore collecting personal in- 
formation of children under 
13. COPPA was enacted 
in 1998, went into effect in 
2000 and was last updated 
a decade ago. 
“Kids must be able to play 


and learn online without 
being 
endlessly 
tracked 
by companies looking to 
hoard and monetize their 
personal data,” said FTC 
Chair Lina Khan in a state- 
ment. 
“The 
proposed 
changes to COPPA are 
much-needed, especially 
in an era where online tools 
are essential for navigating 
daily life and where firms 
are deploying increasingly 
sophisticated digital tools 
to surveil children.” 
Children’s online safety ad- 
vocates applauded 
the 
announcement. 
“The commission’s plan will 
limit data uses involving 
children and help prevent 
companies from exploit- 
ing their information,” said 
Katharina Kopp, director 


of policy at the nonprofit 
Center for Digital Democ- 
racy. “These rules will also 
protect young people from 
being targeted through the 
increasing use of AI, which 
now further fuels data col- 
lection efforts. Young peo- 
ple 12 and under deserve 
a digital environment that 
is designed to be safer for 
them and that fosters their 
health and well-being.” 
Here are some of the 
changes the FTC is propos- 
ing: 
OPT-IN FOR TARGETED ADS 
Apps, games and websites 
used by children would be 
required to obtain “sepa- 
rate, 
verifiable 
parental 
consent” to disclose infor- 
mation about kids under 
13 to third-party advertis- 


ers, unless the disclosure 
is “integral” to the nature 
of the online service. And 
they won’t be able to deny 
access to the games and 


apps just because parents 
don’t agree to having their 
children’s information dis- 
closed which is possible 
today.q 


A sign stands outside the Federal Trade Commission building, 
Jan. 28, 2015, in Washington. 
Associated Press 


FTC proposes strengthening children’s online privacy rules to 
address tracking, push notifications 
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NEW YORK (AP) — New 
York’s attorney general filed 
suit Wednesday against Siri- 
usXM, accusing the satellite 


radio and streaming service 
of making it intentionally dif- 
ficult for its customers to can- 
cel their subscriptions. 
Attorney 
General 
Letitia 
James’ office said an in- 
vestigation into complaints 
from customers found that 
SiriusXM forced subscribers to 
wait in an automated system 
before often lengthy interac- 
tions with agents who were 
trained in ways to avoid ac- 
cepting a request to cancel 
service. 
“Having to endure a lengthy 


and frustrating process to 
cancel a subscription is a 
stressful burden no one looks 
forward to, and when com- 
panies make it hard to can- 
cel subscriptions, it’s illegal,” 
the attorney general said in 
a statement. 
The company disputed the 
claims, arguing that many of 
the lengthy interaction times 
cited in the lawsuit were 
based on a 2020 inquiry and 
were caused in part by the 
effects of the pandemic on 
their operations. The compa- 


ny said many of its plans can 
be canceled with a simple 
click of a button online. 
“Like a number of consumer 
businesses, we offer a variety 
of options for customers to 
sign up for or cancel their 
SiriusXM subscription and, 
upon receiving and review- 
ing the complaint, we intend 
to vigorously defend against 
these baseless allegations 
that grossly mischaracter- 
ize 
SiriusXM’s 
practices,” 
Jessica Casano-Antonellis, 
a company spokeswoman, 


said in a statement. 
The attorney general’s office 
cited affidavits in which cus- 
tomers complained of long 
waits in an automated sys- 
tem to chat with an agent, 
only to endure lengthy at- 
tempts to keep their business. 
It takes subscribers an av- 
erage of 11.5 minutes to 
cancel by phone, and 30 
minutes to cancel online, al- 
though for many subscribers 
it takes far longer, the attor- 
ney general’s office said.q 


By ANITA SNOW 
Associated Press 
PHOENIX (AP) — With his 
gap-tooth smile, hip-hop 
routines and volunteer work 
for a food charity, Roosevelt 
White III was well known in 
the downtown Phoenix tent 
city known as “The Zone.” 
But like many homeless peo- 
ple, White suffered from di- 
abetes and cardiovascular 
disease. He died unexpect- 
edly one sweltering Septem- 
ber day at age 36. 
Thousands of people like 
White who died this year 
without a permanent home 
are being memorialized on 
Thursday in communities 
from Cape Cod, Massachu- 
setts to La Crosse, Wiscon- 
sin, to Riverside, California. 
Established in 1990, the in- 
creasingly popular Homeless 
Persons’ Memorial Day is ob- 
served with prayers, candles, 
moments of silence and the 
reading of names on Dec. 
21, the first day of winter and 
the longest night of the year. 
A national gathering called 
“One Life, Too Many. Anoth- 
er Year, Too Long” is planned 
Thursday afternoon in Wash- 
ington, with a Zoom call so 
people can follow from afar. 
Other gatherings will be in 
Cincinnati, Ohio; Wilmington, 
Delaware; and San Diego. 
A ceremony in Phoenix will 
honor 758 homeless people 
confirmed to have died so 
far this year in Maricopa 
County, the most populous in 
Arizona and home to Phoe- 
nix, the state’s largest city. 
That’s already a record. The 


Maricopa County Medical 
Examiner investigated 732 
deaths of homeless people 
in 2022, representing a 42% 
jump in deaths from 2021. 
“Without 
sufficient 
hous- 
ing and services, people 
will continue to die on the 
streets,” said Lisa Glow, CEO 
at Central Arizona Shelter 
Services, which operates the 
state’s largest emergency 
shelter, a 600-bed facility in 
Phoenix. 
DeBorah Gilbert White, the 
public education director 
for the National Coalition for 
the Homeless, said learning 
about those who died can 
shatter stereotypes. At one 
event several years ago, 


she learned of a 3-year-old 
homeless girl who died in the 
nation’s capital. 
“Meanwhile, as our overall 
population is growing older, 
we are seeing more home- 
less people dying in their 
60s,” said White. She noted 
that many older homeless 
people with chronic con- 
ditions like diabetes don’t 
have the necessary condi- 
tions, such as refrigeration 
for insulation, to care for their 
health. 
Overall, 
homelessness 
is 
surging. The recent Annual 
Homeless Assessment Re- 
port from the Department 
of Housing and Urban De- 
velopment showed that 


roughly 653,100 people in 
the United States were ex- 
periencing 
homelessness. 
That’s a 12% overall increase 
over the previous year and 
the highest since reporting 
began in 2007. 
“A lot of people living in 
encampments are unin- 
sured and without access 
to medical treatment for 
a variety of illnesses that 
are exacerbated by living 
unsheltered,” said Etel Hax- 
hiaj, a spokesperson for the 
National Healthcare for the 
Homeless Council. 
The council supports the 
remembrance events to 
push for better tracking of 
the deaths. 


Maricopa County is among 
few U.S. jurisdictions en- 
gaged in such tracking. 
Drug and alcohol abuse fig- 
ured into many deaths and 
was often the main cause. 
While a stroke killed White, 
methamphetamine intoxica- 
tion contributed to his death, 
according to the medical 
examiner. Cardiovascular 
events like strokes and heart 
attacks, followed by traffic 
injuries, are also common 
ways that homeless people 
die. 
Many 
homeless 
people 
are estranged from family, 
which means their deaths 
can pass virtually unnoticed. 
But when White died, at least 
60 people, including family 
members from Arizona and 
Oklahoma, showed up for 
his funeral. The food was 
catered by Feed Phoenix, 
the nonprofit organization 
he volunteered with. 
Among the mourners was 
Phoenix documentary pho- 
tographer Eric Elmore, who 
created numerous black 
and white portraits of White 
over a year. The downtown 
encampment where White 
lived once housed hundreds 
of people in tents, but has 
since been cleared out un- 
der a court order. 
“He had this kind of energy 
that would just draw you in,” 
Elmore said of White. “He 
had a huge personality.” 
Megan Kepler, who volun- 
teered with White, remem- 
bered him on Wednesday 
as “a man who was full of 
kindness and joy.”q 


Homeless people who died on U.S. streets are increasingly 
remembered at winter solstice gatherings 


Documentary photographer Eric Elmore displays one of his images of Roosevelt White III, Tuesday, 
Dec 19, 2023, in Phoenix at the site of a fire where Roosevelt lived in his tent. 
Associated Press 


New York sues SiriusXM, accusing company of making it 
deliberately hard to cancel subscriptions 


New York Attorney General 
Letitia James speaks to the 
media, Nov. 6, 2023, in New 
York. 
Associated Press 
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By KELVIN CHAN 
AP Business Writer 
LONDON (AP) — Three of 
the world’s biggest porn 
websites face new require- 
ments in the European 
Union that include verifying 
the ages of users, the 27-na- 
tion bloc said Wednesday, 
expanding the reach of 
its digital law designed to 
keep people safe on the 
internet. 
Pornhub, 
XVideos 
and 
Stripchat have now been 
classed as “very large on- 
line platforms” subject to 
more stringent controls un- 
der the Digital Services Act 
because they each have 
45 million average monthly 
users, according to the Eu- 
ropean Commission, the 
EU’s executive branch. 
They are the first porn sites 


to be targeted by the 
sweeping Digital Services 
Act, which imposes tough 
obligations to keep users 
safe from illegal content 
and dodgy products. 


Violations are punishable 
by fines of up to 6% of 
global revenue or even a 
ban on operating in the EU. 
Some 19 online platforms 
and search engines have 


already been identified for 
stricter scrutiny under the 
DSA, including TikTok, Ama- 
zon, Facebook, Instagram, 
Google and more. 
Pornhub disputed its status 
as a very large online plat- 
form under the DSA, refer- 
ring to a statement on its 
website saying it has 33 mil- 
lion average monthly users. 
XVideos and Stripchat did 
not respond to requests for 
comment. 
The law includes provisions 
to protect children by pre- 
venting them “from ac- 
cessing pornographic con- 
tent online, including with 
age verification tools,” the 
commission said in a press 
release. France, Germany 
and Britain and U.S. states 
including Utah and Texas 
have drafted laws requiring 


porn sites to verify a user is 
18 or older. Methods could 
include 
checking 
credit 
cards 
or 
government-is- 
sued ID or scanning faces 
to estimate ages, but all 
those systems have raised 
concerns about privacy 
and discrimination. 
Europe’s digital law also 
calls for measures to curb 
the risk of spreading illegal 
content online, such as 
child sexual abuse materi- 
al, or content that breach- 
es “fundamental rights” like 
privacy, such as “non-con- 
sensual” images or deep- 
fake porn. 
“These measures can in- 
clude adapting their terms 
and conditions, interfaces, 
moderation processes or 
algorithms, among others,” 
the commission said.q 


By EDITH M. LEDERER 
Associated Press 
UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
The U.N. Security Coun- 
cil again on Wednesday 
delayed a vote on a new 
U.N. resolution on desper- 
ately needed aid to Gaza 
until the following day as 
the Biden administration 
struggles to change key 
wording in high-level nego- 
tiations seeking to avoid a 
U.S. veto. 
The United States seeks to 
change the text’s referenc- 
es to a cessation of hostili- 
ties in the Israel-Hamas war, 
and the part about put- 
ting the United Nations in 
charge of inspecting trucks 
to ensure they are actu- 
ally carrying humanitarian 
goods, which Israel oppos- 
es. 
Ambassador 
Lana 
Nus- 
seibeh of the United Arab 
Emirates, which sponsored 
the Arab-backed resolu- 
tion, said very high-level dis- 
cussions are taking place 
to try to reach agreement 
on a text that can be ad- 
opted. 
“Everyone wants to see a 
resolution that has impact 


and that is implementable 
on the ground,” she told 
reporters after the 15 coun- 
cil members held closed 
consultations. “We believe 
today, giving a little bit of 
space for additional diplo- 
macy, could yield positive 
results.” 
Nusseibeh said the UAE is 


going to be optimistic and 
try to reach an agreement, 
but 
if 
the 
negotiations 
yield no results by Thurs- 
day, “then we will assess in 
the council to proceed at 
pace to a vote on the reso- 
lution.” 
The vote initially post- 
poned for Monday and 


then pushed back to Tues- 
day and then Wednesday 
is now expected on Thurs- 
day morning. 
The initial text called “for 
the urgent suspension of 
hostilities to allow safe and 
unhindered 
humanitar- 
ian access, and for urgent 
steps towards a sustainable 


cessation of hostilities.” It 
also calls for U.N. Secretary- 
General Antonio Guterres 
to quickly establish a mech- 
anism for exclusive U.N. 
monitoring of aid deliveries 
to Gaza bypassing the cur- 
rent Israeli inspection of aid 
entering the territory. 
U.S. 
National 
Security 
Council spokesman John 
Kirby also raised two other 
issues Wednesday morn- 
ing that are not in the Ar- 
ab-sponsored 
resolution 
condemnation of Hamas’ 
deadly Oct. 7 incursion into 
southern Israel that sparked 
the latest war. 
“It’s important for us, if the 
Security Council is going to 
speak on this, that there’s 
a condemnation of Hamas 
and what they did on the 
7th of October, there’s a 
recognition of the need for 
Israel to be able to defend 
itself, and there’s of course, 
significant 
commitment 
by all members on getting 
humanitarian 
assistance 
into the people of Gaza,” 
Kirby told reporters aboard 
Air Force One as President 
Joe Biden was enroute to 
Wisconsin.q 


Humanitarian aid trucks enter through the Kerem Shalom crossing from Israel into the Gaza Strip 
on Monday, Dec. 18, 2023. 
Associated Press 


U.N. Security Council again delays vote on Gaza aid resolution 
amid talks on wording to avoid U.S. veto 


European Union flags wave in the wind as pedestrians walk by 
EU headquarters in Brussels, on Sept. 20, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Three of the biggest porn sites must verify ages to protect kids 
under Europe’s new digital law 
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By EDITH M. LEDERER 
Associated Press 
UNITED NATIONS (AP) — The 
Security Council on Tues- 
day voted unanimously to 
start the withdrawal of the 
U.N. peacekeeping force 
from Congo before the end 
of the year as the conflict- 
ridden country prepares to 
elect its next president on 
Wednesday. 
The resolution adopted by 
the U.N.’s most powerful 
body orders “the gradual, 
responsible 
and 
sustain- 
able withdrawal” of the 
peacekeeping 
mission, 
known as MONUSCO, start- 
ing in South Kivu in eastern 
Congo, and the gradual 
handover of its responsibili- 
ties to the Congolese gov- 
ernment. In a speech to 
the U.N. General Assembly 
in September, Congolese 
President Felix Tshisekedi, 
who is running for re-elec- 
tion against about 20 can- 
didates, called for an ac- 
celerated withdrawal of 
the 15,000 peacekeepers. 
He has said “the phased 
withdrawal of the U.N. mis- 
sion must be responsible 
and sustainable.” 
Congo’s Foreign Minister 


Christophe Lutundula and 
the U.N.’s top official in 
Congo, Bintou Keita, signed 
agreements on Nov. 21 to 
end the presence of U.N. 
peacekeepers after more 
than two decades in the 
Central African nation. 
Eastern Congo has long 


been overrun by dozens 
of armed groups seeking a 
share of the region’s gold 
and other resources. Some 
have been quietly backed 
by Congo’s neighbors. U.N. 
experts have noted “sub- 
stantial 
evidence” 
that 
Rwanda is supporting the 


resurgent M23 rebel group, 
which Rwanda has denied. 
In October, the Congolese 
government directed an 
East African regional force, 
deployed last year to help 
end the fighting, to leave 
the country by December. 
The government alleged a 


“lack of satisfactory results 
on the ground.” 
MONUSCO’s primary mis- 
sion has been the protec- 
tion of civilians. But frus- 
trated Congolese say that 
no one is protecting them 
from rebel attacks, lead- 
ing to protests against the 
U.N. mission and others that 
have at times turned dead- 
ly. The Security Council said 
in Tuesday’s resolution that 
the withdrawal from South 
Kivu should be completed 
by the end of April 2024, 
and expressed readiness 
to consider further with- 
drawals at the end of this 
phase based on progress 
in the U.N. disengagement 
plan and the situation on 
the ground. The council 
extended the mandate for 
MONUSCO until Dec. 20, 
2024 and decided that its 
troop ceiling until June 30, 
2024 should be 13,500 mili- 
tary personnel, 660 military 
observers and staff officers, 
and 2.001 international po- 
lice. It ordered a reduction 
from July 1, 2024 to 11,500 
military personnel, 600 mili- 
tary observers and staff offi- 
cers and 1,713 international 
police.q 


By GEROLD ROZENBLAD 
Associated Press 
PARAMARIBO, 
Suriname 
(AP) — Suriname’s former 
dictator Desi Bouterse was 
sentenced on Wednesday 


to 20 years in prison for the 
murders of 15 opponents 
of the then-military regime 
in December 1982, ending 
a historic 16-year legal pro- 
cess. 


Bouterse, 78, was previously 
sentenced in the case in 
2019 and in 2021 but had 
appealed both decisions. 
The court on Wednesday 
upheld his conviction and 
the latest sentencing was 
seen as final with no more 
appeals allowed. The judge 
handed down 20 years giv- 
en the ex-president’s age 
and that it was the highest 
sentence allowed at the 
time of the killings. 
“We have received a gem 
of a verdict,” said Hugo 
Essed, lawyer for the vic- 
tims’ relatives, adding that 
he can now “proudly” say 
there is an independent 
constitutional state in Suri- 
name. 
Neither Bouterse, nor his 
four co-suspects, who were 
sentenced to 15 years in 


prison, were present in the 
courtroom for the sentenc- 
ing. 
Bouterse’s 
lawyer, 
Irvin 
Kanhai, said he disagreed 
with the verdict and had 
expected 
an 
acquittal, 
but would go into detail at 
a later date. “I am going 
to my client now,” he told 
journalists. 
The former president re- 
mains chair of the Nation- 
al Democratic Party and 
some fear unrest in parts 
of Suriname. Die-hard sup- 
porters call him “boss” and 
have maintained they will 
not accept a conviction. 
Bouterse has urged calm 
several times. Tight security 
measures were in place in 
part of the capital of Para- 
maribo. 
Bouterse still has the option 


of requesting a presiden- 
tial pardon, but according 
to Essed, the legislation in 
Suriname is unclear on the 
issue. “If a request for clem- 
ency is made, it is not ex- 
pected that the Court will 
advise on granting it.” 
Henk Kamperveen, the son 
of Andre Kamperveen, one 
of the 15 people killed, said 
it took a long time, but the 
legal process against Bout- 
erse has finally come to an 
end. 
“We’re not going to cele- 
brate,” he added, saying it 
is not a victory for the rela- 
tives, but for the rule of law 
in Suriname. 
Prosecutors had demand- 
ed the immediate imprison- 
ment of Bouterse, but the 
judge did not back the re- 
quest. q 


A Jordanian UN peacekeeper stands guard outside a newly-established base camp in the town 
of Bunagana, outside of which both Congolese army and rebel forces have set up positions, in 
Congo, Wednesday, May 16, 2012. 
Associated Press 


U.N. votes unanimously to start the withdrawal of peacekeepers 
from Congo by year’s end 


In this Aug. 12, 2010 file photo, Suriname’s President Desi 
Bouterse attends a military parade after his swearing-in 
ceremony in Paramaribo, Suriname. 
Associated Press 


Suriname’s ex-dictator sentenced to 20 years in prison for the 1982 
killings of political opponents 
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Aruba Tourism Authority honored loyal visitors at Marriott’s Surf Club! 


The Aruba Tourism Authority re- 
cently had the great pleasure of 
recognizing Distinguished Visitors 
of Aruba. These honorees were 
respectively honored with certifi- 
cates acknowledging their years 
of visits, loyalty, and love for the is- 
land of Aruba. 


The honor certification is presented 
on behalf of the Minister of Tourism 
as a token of appreciation and to 
say “Masha Danki” to guests who 
have visited Aruba 10, 20, or 35 
years or more consecutively. 


The three honoring levels are as fol- 
lows: 


Distinguished Visitor (10>years con- 
secutively visiting Aruba) 
Goodwill Ambassador (20>years 
consecutively visiting Aruba) 
Emerald Ambassador (35>years 
consecutively visiting Aruba) 


The honorees were: 
Distinguished Visitors of Aruba 
Mr. Adam & Mrs. Rachael Katof 
from New York, United States. 


Distinguished Visitor of Aruba 
Mr. Jesse Katof, son of Mr. & Mrs. 
Katof. 


Ms. Kimberley Richardson repre- 
senting the Aruba Tourism Author- 


ity, and staff members of the Marri- 
ott’s Surf Club bestowed the certifi- 
cates to the honorees, presented 
them with memorable gifts, and 
also thanked them for choosing 
Aruba as their best-loved vacation 
destination, as their home away 
from home. 


Top reasons for returning to Aruba 
provided by the honorees were: 
• 
Aruba’s great weather. 
• 
Aruba’s friendly people 
• 
Aruba’s beautiful beaches. 
• 
Aruba’s restaurants. 
• 
“Aruba is our home away 
from home.” 


On behalf of the Aruba Tourism Au- 
thority, we would like to express our 
sincere gratitude and appreciation 
to the honorees for their continued 
visits to the “One Happy Island”.q 


Ayo & Casibari: Aruba’s famous rock formations 


(Oranjestad)—The Ayo and Casibari Rock 
Formations are known locally as one of the 
crucial sites to have in your “off-road” trip 
itinerary. These naturally formed rock formations 
as just one of the few places on the island that 
hold a rich history of our culture and of our 
ancestors. 


Ayo 
The Ayo Rock Formation is located in the 
northern part of the island, right on the road 
that leads you to the Black Stone Beach, and 
close to the Natural Bridge. The Ayo is a fenced 


terrain that consists of several giant boulders, 
resting neatly on top of or side by side each 
other, adding gorgeous natural architecture to 
the surrounding “mondi”*. This is also one of the 
few sites to contain prehistoric markings of our 
indigenous ancestors. The Ayo Rock formation 
contains stairs that lead you to the top of the 
highest boulder, offering a breath-taking view 
of the Aruban backyard. The Ayo is usually 
quiet, as it is situated farther away from the 
busier parts of the island. However, this is just 
another charm of the site: the quiet area and 
the refreshing breeze offer a sense of comfort 


and peace. 


Casibari 
Probably the busier rock formation site, the 
Casibari is situated more in the center of the 
island, much closer—and more accessible—to 
the general public. Just like Ayo, Casibari is a 
fenced area containing several boulders that 
lay on top or lean on each other. The best 
aspect of the Casibari Rock Formation is the 
accompanying view when you climb up the 
top of the round, flat bolder. For this position, 
you can see the majority of the island and 
the ocean in the south. Right in front of the 
entrance, there is the Casibari Café and Grill, 
a great place to get refreshments and snack 
before continuing your off-road adventure! 


Both sites are open free to the public, 24 hours a 
day. However, unless you are taking a trip with 
a professional tour guide, there are no guides 
at the sites to help you climb the rock. So, do 
be careful when trudging on the boulders, and 
make sure to befriend any roaming goats you 
see along the way! 


*Mondi: what we call our Aruban wilderness. 
We don’t have forests, or deserts, but we do 
have mondi! q 


local 
Thursday 21 december 2023 
a8 


Papillon: The butterfly effect of magnificent food 


PALM BEACH — Do you remem- 
ber the film “Papillon” starring 
Steve McQueen? Papillon res- 
taurant is the island’s example 
where `life imitates art.’ The dé- 
cor, especially the restrooms, 
was inspired by the movie. For 


more than a decade this res- 
taurant has built a reputation 
with the fusion of classic French 
cuisine, Dutch and Caribbean 
flavors. Welcome in the world 
of wonders where ambiance, 
taste and service come together 


and you feel you are being wel- 
comed in the home of the owner 
and her team. 


“We find it really important that 
our guests have fun; can relax 
while listening to live music while 
their taste buds are being tick- 
led by France, The Netherlands 
and the Caribbean. We offer 
a unique fusion of dishes and a 
night not to forget,” says owner 
Tina. As our special guest you 
can choose to dine inside our 
heartwarming 
airconditioned 
restaurant or we also offer out- 
side dining on a cozy, elegant 
terrace with great ambiance of 
the surroundings. Perfect setting 
for an enjoyable time people 
watching while sipping on a deli- 
cious cocktail. 


Fresh oysters, caviar and wild 
boar 
You are on vacation, life is to 
enjoy! If you want something 
special, a different flow than the 
usual, then Papillon is the place 
to go. Foodies are in heaven 
here with classic French dishes 
such as Foie Gras, Frog Legs, 
fresh Oysters coming in on a 
weekly basis from Holland, Escar- 
gots, Dover Sole à la Meunière 
flown in from Europe and filleted 
at the table, Duck Breast seared 
on the skin, roasted and braised 
Lamb in Balashi beer and slow 
braised Wild Boar Shank. Do not 
leave without trying the exclu- 
sive recommendation: Caviar! 
All of this combined with an ex- 
tensive wine list from around the 
world makes Papillon a must-do 
on your Aruban vacation. 


Let the music play! 
Another reason to visit us is our 
Live Entertainment Schedule all 
through the week. 
Get all cozy and warmed up 
on Sundays and Mondays by 
Marisella and her enchanting 
acoustic tunes accompanied 
by percussion only. 
On Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Saturdays, Jairo will give you a 
real Saxophone treat while on 
Wednesday you can sit back, 
relax and enjoy your dinner 
while DJ Jason brings you the 
most smooth jazz and lounge 
music for a dreamy night. 
The musicians interact with the 
guests & requests can be sent 
in. The live tunes definitely add 
to the experience. 


Vegetarian vibes present 
Impressive 
vegetarian/vegan 
dishes are set up especially for 
the guests by the chef and Mer- 
edith from Vegan Aruba. “We 
offer vegan choices that are 
really good and tasty. Our daily 
soup is always vegan too”. What 
are you waiting for, make sure 
to pay a visit to this elegant yet 
laid-back restaurant while on 
Aruba. You are most welcome! 


Chef’s Garden 6 course dinner 
by Papillon 
Our one of a kind executive 
chef Juan Ludena gets extra 
creative outside the kitchen of 
Papillon Restaurant. Serving a 6 
course surprise menu featuring 
his International flavors and cre- 
ativity with refined dishes, chef 
Juan Ludena is determined to 
give you a night to remember. 
Wine pairing is optional. The 
chef’s secret garden is located 
in a local replica of the Aruba 
traditional ‘cunucu’ house. The 
tropical garden is the setting for 
a magical in-home private din- 
ning experience. 


For more information about this 
magnificent option, please send 
us an email or ask our wait staff. 
Papillon Restaurant is located 
at The Village across the Hilton 
Aruba Caribbean Resort & Ca- 
sino and within walking distance 
of all other major hotels. 


Make your reservation today at: 
info@papillonaruba.com 
or 
call/WhatsApp 
+ 
00297 
6995400 
Open Daily: 5pm – 10.00pm – 
Early Bird from 5pm – 7pm 
For all menus and specials visit 
the website: 
www.papillonaruba.com.q 
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Aruba Tourism Authority honors loyal visitors at Marriott’s Ocean Club! 


The 
Aruba 
Tourism 
Authority 
recently had the great pleasure of 
recognizing Emerald Ambassadors 
of 
Aruba. 
This 
lovely 
couple 
was honored with a certificate 
acknowledging their years of visits, 
loyalty, and love for the island of 
Aruba. 


The honor certification is presented 
on behalf of the Minister of Tourism 
as a token of appreciation and to 
say “Masha Danki” to guests who 
have visited Aruba 10, 20, or 35 
years or more consecutively. 


The three honoring levels are as 
follows: 
Distinguished 
Visitor 
(10>years 
consecutively visiting Aruba) 
Goodwill Ambassador (20>years 
consecutively visiting Aruba) 


Emerald Ambassador (35>years 
consecutively visiting Aruba) 


The honorees were: 
Emerald Ambassadors of Aruba 
Mr. Antoine & Mrs. Vera Chaker 
from New Jersey, United States. 


Ms. 
Kimberley 
Richardson 
representing the Aruba Tourism 
Authority, and staff members of the 
Marriott’s Ocean Club bestowed 
the certificate to the honorees, 
presented them with memorable 
gifts, and also thanked them for 
choosing Aruba as their best-loved 
vacation destination, as their home 
away from home. 


Top reasons for returning to Aruba 
provided by the honorees were: 
• 
“Aruba is our home away 


from home.” 
• 
Aruba’s 
nice 
sandy 
beaches. 
• 
Aruba’s Marriott’s Ocean 
Club. 
• 
Aruba’s shopping. 
• 
“Friends we have made 
over the years.” 


On behalf of the Aruba Tourism 
Authority, 
we 
would 
like 
to 
express our sincere gratitude and 
appreciation to the honorees for 
their continued visits to the “One 
Happy Island”.q 


Aruba’s most family-friendly beaches 


(Oranjestad)—One of the biggest concerns 
that parents have when travelling with their 
children is a guarantee of their safety and 
healthy enjoyment. Therefore, we thought 
it would be a great help to travelling 
parents to list off some the most family- 
friendly beaches around the island. 


Baby Beach in San Nicolas 
Baby Beach is one Aruba’s most popular 
and visited beaches, and for good reason: 
This sandy and quiet lagoon is a great place 
for parents to sit back and relax while their 
children play in the shallow shores of the 
beach. Beside the relaxing atmosphere, 
there are also several services that may 
accommodate your stay, like a parking 
lot, sun tent rentals, chairs, bathrooms 
and a snack bar right at the far left of the 
beach. 


Mangel Halto in Pos Chiquito 
Mangel Halto is situated in the back streets 
of the Pos Chiquito city. Though there are 
several stairs on the sides of the beach 
cliff leading you down, the best spot for 


families to hang out is across the bridge, 
passed the mangrove trees near the 
entrance sign. Here, there are small and 
big palapas, perfect for big and small 
families to set up their belongings. In this 
area, the shore is also shallow, falling right 
around your knee before slowly getting 
deeper: perfect for kids to safely play. 


Eagle Beach/Palm Beach in the hotel 
area 
Yet another highly popular beach site, 
Eagle Beach and Palm Beach is where 
most of our visitors go to tan, swim or play 
in the white sand. Because they are near 
the low-rise and high-rise hotel areas, 
these beaches are the most accessible 
for visitors on foot. These beaches also 
offer many palapas free to use, but you 
can also rent chairs and tents. Much like 
Baby Beach, these sites are one of the 
best beaches for your children to play and 
build sand castles. 


Boca Catalina in Malmok 
Boca Catalina is a small bay beach near 


the Malmok beach area further down the hotel areas. 
Though it may not be a very sandy beach, it is relatively 
quiet and tranquil. This is a great place for family to lay 
down a big blanket and have a little picnic. This is also 
one of the best places to snorkel, as this area is filled with 
little fish and corals, even close to the shore. 


Palm Island 
Ok, this one is technically not a beach, but a must- 
visit attraction for family fun. This small water park oasis 
is located further down the Mangel Halto Beach and 
is reachable by boat. This water park offers 6 hours of 
fun activities, food, drinks, and a chance to see pink 
flamingoes up close! q 
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Did you know about... 
Basic driving rules on Aruba (part 2) 


(Oranjestad)—In Yesterday’s is- 
sue, we’ve provided some basic 
rules when driving on the four-lane 
highways and roundabouts on the 
island. Today, we want to offer you 
more tips and tricks when it comes 
to driving on the roads and high- 
ways of Aruba. 


Speed limit in certain areas 


As mentioned in yesterday’s issue, 
the legal minimum and maximum 
speed limit on the island is 50 and 
80 km/h respectively. However, 
there are some areas where it is 
mandated to drive up to a cer- 
tain speed. This is always indicated 
by a circular traffic sign with red 
border and the number 50 on it. 
Signs like these are always paired 


by a similar sign with the number 
crossed out further down the road. 
This means that the mandate for 
this speed is now over; you may in- 
crease your velocity. Red borders 
on traffic sign—whether it’s a circle 
or triangle—usually signal a warn- 
ing, prohibition or preference. 


Besides the “50” sign, you may also 


encounter a traffic sign that says 
“bebouwde kom”. These can be 
found in San Nicolas and Oranjes- 
tad. Bebouwde kom sings are rect- 
angular and blue, and essentially 
tell you that you are in a heavily in- 
habited area. The maximum speed 
limit in a bebouwde kom is 50 km/h. 
Just like the previous pair, bebou- 
wde kom signs are also paired with 
a similar sign crossed out. 


Priority signs 
On the main roads of Aruba (not 
the highways), you may see a 
yellow, squared sign with a white 
border. This sign tells you that on 
this road, you have priority and all 
other traffic should yield to you. This 
sign can be seen in Savaneta for 
example. So, if you are driving on 
the main road in Savaneta going 
to San Nicolas, you are driving on 
a single long road, and other cars 
that want to get on this main road 
or cross it, either from an intersec- 
tion or from a dirt road, must all 
wait until traffic on the main road 
is clear. In other words, you do not 
have to stop for them. This sign too 
has a counter part that indicates 
that your priority is over. 


Another priority sign you may en- 
counter is a triangle sign with a red 
border and something that looks 
like a cross. You’ll see this sign in 
an intersection. The general rule of 
thumb for crossing an intersection 
that do not contain traffic lights, 
roundabouts, sign or arrows on the 
road, is to always yield for traffic on 
your right. However, if you encoun- 
ter this sign on your side of the inter- 
section, you have priority over the 
other cars, even the one on your 
right. 


However, be careful not to con- 
fuse this sign with a similar up-side 
down triangle, also found on inter- 
sections. This sign is a prohibition 
sign, telling you that you have to 
stop and give other cars priority. Of 
course you also have a “stop” sign 
that mean the same thing. The stop 
sign is generally used for tricky inter- 
sections with minimal view of oppo- 
site incoming traffic. 


These are some of the basic rules 
that you would have to know if 
you decide to drive on the island. 
These are of course other traffic 
signs, and we recommend you visit 
aruba-travelguide.com for an ex- 
tensive overview of all traffic signs 
used on Aruba.q 


Picture credits: aruba-travelguide.com 


bebouwde kom 
end bebouwde kom 
end priority 


end speed limit 
intersection priority 
priority 


speed limit 
stop sign 
triangle stop sign 
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Aruba’s cultural and literary development: Then and now 


(Oranjestad)—The Aruban 
culture has seen many sub- 
stantial developments over 
the course of a century. 
With the introduction of the 
Lago Refinery at the turn of 
the 20th century, followed 
by the breakout of the Sec- 
ond World War and the 
general incentive for politi- 
cal independence during 
the mid-century, a cultural 
identity on the island be- 
gan to take form and have 
since developed through 
international and local in- 
fluences. 


In the pre-industrial era of 
the 19th century, much 
could not be said about a 
cultural identity on the is- 
land. Still being a part of a 
Dutch colonial territory at 
the time, as well as not hav- 
ing political or economic 
autonomy (Curacao was 
the center of commerce, 
cultural 
life, 
and 
politi- 
cal management of the 
Netherland Antilles at the 
time), the small population 
of Aruba consisted mostly 
of farmers and fishermen, 
tending to their crops and 
their cattle, or going out 
to fish to provide for their 
family. As Quito Nicolaas 
states in his article Historia 
di Literatura Arubiano: E 
Bida Cultural (Literary His- 
tory of Aruba: Cultural Life), 
“during the pre-industrial 
period, there were no sig- 
nificant economic activity 
that could have created 
a cultural ambience, with 
only one way to generate 
profit at the time for the sub 
existence of Aruban fami- 
lies.” 
It wasn’t until the intro- 
duction of the Lago Refin- 
ery in San Nicolas in 1928, 
that the island saw a small 
boom in cultural manifes- 
tations and entertainment, 


as farmers left the ‘cunucu’ 
(country) life to work in the 
refinery, which resulted in 
Aruba acquiring a different 
economic pilar. Before this, 
entertainment and cultural 
manifestations were mostly 
experienced by local par- 
ishes and the island’s elite, 
who often partook in cul- 
tural and entertaining ac- 
tivities around the island, 
like going to the movie the- 
ater or coming together to 
share poetry on Sundays 


after church. 


Literary life 
Throughout the 19th cen- 
tury and up until the 1940s, 
there were also not much 
trace of a cultural climate 
for the cultural-literary sec- 
tor on the island. Primary 
education was introduced 
on the island in the mid- 
19th century, followed by 
secondary and higher edu- 
cation around the late 30’s 
and 40’s. It wasn’t until the 


1950s, with the introduction 
of the E.R.N.A agreement 
in 1951 and the signing of 
the Statute in 1954, which 
allowed more space for 
and control over the eco- 
nomic and cultural devel- 
opment of Aruba, that the 
literary life on the island be- 
gan to grow substantially 
compared to decades be- 
fore. This was in response 
to local institutions estab- 
lished in the 1940s for cul- 
tural and literary growth 
on the island, but that did 
not yet capture the atten- 
tion of the general public. 
The 1950 brought with it a 
boom of literary produc- 
tion on the island, like those 
of V.S. Piternella, as well 
as migrant authors José 
Ramón Vicioso y Rings Wil- 
liam Rufus, who have also 
contributed to the literary 
development on the island. 
The literary movement was 
further promoted by local 
broadcasters Voz di Aruba 
and Radio Kelkboom, with 


their regular broadcast of 
literary works. 
The 50s and 60s also saw 
the influence of interna- 
tional cultures, especially 
that of the United States. 
During this time, because 
of international influences 
as well as the continued 
prosperity of the oil refinery, 
cultural traditions in Aruba 
began to really take form 
and become widespread, 
as different worldly and lo- 
cal concepts were intro- 
duced in the Aruban soci- 
ety. With the establishment 
of local television broad- 
cast station Tele-Aruba in 
1963, and with time and 
possibilities, local programs 
such as “Nos Tera”’ (“Our 
Land”) started to pay more 
attention to the Aruban 
culture and worked to form 
a cultural consciousness 
within the community. The 
1960s also saw the rise of lo- 
cal authors and artists, who 
were more comfortable in 
producing works in our na- 
tive tongue, Papiamento, 
but who also produced 
works in Spanish, English 
and Dutch. This new phe- 
nomenon was in response 
to the interaction between 
economic growth, individ- 
ual prosperity, cultural life 
and literary expression. 


The 21st century 
Nowadays, international in- 
fluence on our culture is still 
prevalent, especially those 
from Latin America, the 
United States and The Neth- 
erlands. Nevertheless, there 
also exists a strong cultural 
identity and traditions that 
are exclusive to the Aruban 
culture, often manifesting 
during traditional celebra- 
tions, like Dia di San Juan/ 
Dera Gai (St. John’s Day), 
Dia di Himno y Bandera 
(National Hymn and Flag 
Day), Camping during Eas- 
ter and much more. With 
the surge of social media 
in the last decade, artistic 
voices, especially those of 
the younger generation, 
has become even more 
prevalent and easily ac- 
cessible to the community 
of Aruba through online 
platforms such as Face- 
book, Instagram and TikTok. 
Source: Historia di Literatura 
Arubiano: E Bida Cultural 
by J.R. “Quito” Nicolaas 
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By KEN SWEET 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Sebas- 
tian 
Siemiatkowski 
is 
a 
co-founder and CEO of 
Klarna, the Sweden-based 
company that’s one of the 
world’s biggest providers 
of buy now, pay later ser- 
vices to customers. Klarna 
started off in Europe and 
entered the U.S. market in 
2015. 
Buy now, pay later has be- 
come an increasingly pop- 
ular option for consumers 
for purchases: its usage is 
up 10-fold since the pan- 
demic and U.S. regulators 
see it as potentially a more 
sustainable way for bor- 
rowers to pay for purchas- 
es instead of using credit 
cards. 
Siemiatkowski spoke to the 
AP about how popular buy 
now, pay later has gotten 
since the pandemic, why 
consumers are choosing it 


By TOM MURPHY 
AP Health Writer 
Rite Aid has been banned 


from using facial recogni- 
tion technology for five 
years over allegations that 


its surveillance system was 
used incorrectly to identify 
potential shoplifters, espe- 
cially Black, Latino, Asian or 
female shoppers. 
The settlement with the 
Federal Trade Commission 
addresses charges that the 
struggling drugstore chain 
didn’t do enough to pre- 
vent harm to its customers 
and implement “reason- 
able procedures,” the gov- 
ernment agency said. 
Rite Aid said late Tuesday 
that it disagrees with the al- 
legations, but that it’s glad 
it reached an agreement 
to resolve the issue. 
The FTC said in a feder- 
al court complaint that 
technology used by Rite 
Aid for several years led 
to thousands of incorrect 
matches, including an in- 
cident where Rite Aid store 
employees stopped and 
searched an 11-year-old 
girl.q 


(Associated Press Illustration/Peter Hamlin) 


Klarna CEO Siemiatkowski says buy 
now, pay later is used by shoppers who 
otherwise avoid credit 


and how the company is 
using artificial intelligence 
software in how it hires. This 
interview has been edited 
for length and clarity. 
Q: You operated in Europe 
for several years before 
coming to the U.S. What 
made you come here? 
A: As we were consider- 
ing coming to the US, we 
identified that there was 
a fairly large group of U.S. 


consumers that they called 
self-aware avoiders, peo- 
ple had been burned by 
the bad practices of credit 
cards. 
We found there is a fairly 
big audience that is prefer- 
ring to use debit but occa- 
sionally want to use credit 
on single occasions and 
where buy now pay later, 
you know, fits them really 
well.q 


A Rite Aid sign is displayed on the facade of a store in Pittsburgh, 
Jan. 23, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Rite Aid banned from facial recognition 
tech use for 5 years after faulty theft 
targeting in stores 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Paradera: Tel. 588 6638 
Seroe Preto: Tel. 584 4833 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


Marriott surf club 
Palm beach 
Platinum season 
2 bedroom 2 bath 
Gaden view 
Price : $16 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Marriott surf club 
Palm beach 
Gold season 
2 bedroom 2 bath 
ocean front 
Price :$16 K 
call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach 
Penthouse 
2 br week room # 770 
29 weeks remaining 
Price :$ 16 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach 
2 bedroom 2 bath 
Week 50 room # 630/631 
30 weeks remaining 
Price : $ 16 K 
call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach 
studio week 49/50 room # 304 
Ocean front villas 
26 weeks remaining on each 
Price : $7K each 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach 
0ne bedroom Week 52 room 
# 401 
24 weeks remaining 
Price :$10K 
call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach 
1 br week 52 room # 953 
1 br week 01 room # 654 
186,000 points 
Price :$ 60 K both weeks 
call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach 
Penthouse 
2 br week 1 room # 672 
23 weeks remaining 
Price:$35 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


La Cabana beach and casino 
eagle beach 
1 br WK # 51 room # 329 a 
Thursday check in 
Price :$ 9 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Ambassador suites 
eagle beach 
1 br Wk 52 room # 1235 
Price : $10 K 
2 br WK 51/52 room #1202 
Price : 75 K both weeks 
call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Village golf 
eagle beach 
1 br WK # 50 room #2258 
24 weeks remaining $ 10 K 
2 br WK 51 room #2205/2206 
23 weeks remaining $ 16 K 
call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle beach 
1 br WK # 50 /51 room #2357 
32/23 weeks remaining 
$12 K each 
1 br WK # 52/01 room # 2357 
23/26 weeks remaining 
$12 K each 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


House for sale 
Fixer upper bubali 
5 min from eagle beach 
2 bedroom 2 bath , 2 bedroom 
1 bath 3 bedroom 1 bath and a 
studio on a lease land 
1300 m2 price:$500K 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi village golf 
eagle beach 
1 br WK # 51 and 52 room # 
2257 
20 weeks remaining on each 
Price : $12 K each 
call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi village golf 
eagle beach 
1 br WK # 51 and 52 room # 
4116 
30/28 weeks remaining 
Price : $ 12 K each 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Divi Village 
eagle beach 
studio WK # 01 room # 8201 
19 weeks remaining 
Price :$8 K 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Renaissance ocean suites 
Private islands 
1 br WK 51 room # 2136 $10 K 
1 br WK 51 room # 2530 $10 K 
1 br WK 51 and 52 
room # 2314 
Price : $ 20 K both units 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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LONDON (AP) — An arti- 
ficial intelligence system 
can’t be registered as the 
inventor of a patent, Brit- 
ain’s Supreme Court ruled 
Wednesday in a decision 
that denies machines the 
same status as humans. 
The U.K.’s highest court 
concluded that “an inven- 
tor must be a person” to 
apply for patents under 
the current law. 
The decision was the culmi- 
nation of American tech- 
nologist Stephen Thaler’s 
long-running British legal 
battle to get his AI, dubbed 
DABUS, listed as the inven- 
tor of two patents.q 


AI systems 
can’t be 
named as 
the 
inventor 
of patents, 
U.K.’s top 
court rules 
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By LINDSEY BAHR 
AP Film Writer 
Zac Efron didn’t realize how 
much he needed a hug. 
He’d 
transformed 
him- 
self into a mass of muscle 
and 
repressed 
emotion 
to play professional wres- 
tler Kevin Von Erich in the 
new film “The Iron Claw.” It 
was a taxing role and un- 
like anything he’d done 
before, 
both 
physically 
and psychologically. He 
often found himself with 
real bruises from recreating 
fights in the ring. Downtime 
between shots, too, was 
usually spent lifting. 
But he didn’t appreciate 
how much it was affecting 
him until he and Lily James 
sat down to film the first 
date between his charac- 
ter and the woman who 
would marry him. Pam tells 
Kevin that he has oldest 
brother syndrome. Kevin 
tells her that he’s not actu- 
ally the oldest: That brother 
died in an accident when 
he was 6 and Kevin was 5. 
He says he’s fine, but Pam 
gets out of her seat, walks 
around 
the 
table 
and 
drapes her arms around 
Kevin, who seems to melt in 
the warmth of a love that’s 
not conditional. 
“It felt very needed, that 
hug,” Efron told The Asso- 
ciated Press in a joint inter- 
view with James. “It was 
the first time I’d embraced 
anyone in months without 
it being a fake punch, or 
someone trying to submit 
me or get me to tap out.” 
Efron is half-laughing but 
also not. If you know any- 
thing about the Von Erichs, 
sometimes referred to as 
the Kennedys of wrestling, 
you know that the tragic 
death of the oldest broth- 
er is not the last that they 
would endure. In fact, the 
completely true account 
of what would transpire 
was too much for even the 
film to bear: By the time 
Kevin was 35 he’d have lost 
his four remaining brothers, 
three to suicide. For “The 
Iron Claw,” in theaters Fri- 
day, writer-director Sean 
Durkin made the decision 
to take the youngest, Chris, 


out entirely. 
“The Iron Claw” is still pri- 
marily about the relation- 
ship between the brothers 
David 
(Harris 
Dickinson), 
Kerry (Jeremy Allen White) 
and Mike (Stanley Simons) 
and their father Fritz (Holt 
McCallany), 
a 
wrestler 
who dreamt of greatness 
for himself and his family at 
any cost. Kevin told Durkin 
that he just wanted audi- 
ences to know how much 
the brothers loved one an- 
other. 
As a lifetime wrestling fan 
who grew up following the 
Von Erichs, who presided 
over the Texas wrestling 
scene in the 1970s and ‘80s, 
Durkin was fascinated by 
ideas of American mascu- 
linity, trauma and grief, as 
well as Kevin’s relationship 
with Pam that somehow 
survived through it all. 
Though Kevin had spoken 
a lot about his life after the 
deaths, there wasn’t much 
Pam “out there,” Durkin 
found. But instead of a hin- 
derance, it provided an 
opportunity to be creative 
and make it personal. He’d 
already decided that he 
wanted to write and figure 
out the story before getting 
in touch with his real-life 
subjects. 
James joined the project 


a bit later than everyone 
else. Efron recalled a “col- 
lective jump for joy” upon 
finding out that she’d said 
yes. Though they didn’t 
know one another before- 
hand, they quickly estab- 
lished a natural rhythm that 
would prove to be magic 
on camera and off. 
“It’s so nice when you meet 
someone at work and it 
just instantly kind of clicks,” 
James said. “Zac made me 
feel so welcome and at 
home in our scenes, which 
are so special and effort- 
less.” 
Part of that they attribute 
to Durkin’s preference for 
filming long, uninterrupted 
takes that helped them get 
out of their own heads. Af- 
ter five minutes, Efron said, 
you simply forget that the 
camera is there. But Dur- 
kin thinks something even 
more special happened 
when it was just them. 
“The second we started 
filming, it was like every- 
thing fell away and they 
were just totally present 
with each other and just ful- 
ly responding,” Durkin said. 
“It was really fun to watch.” 
It’s not just that you’re 
watching two people fall 
in love. Pam shows Kevin a 
different way of living and 
a different kind of love than 


he had known, which be- 
comes even more essential 
as everything he thought 
he knew about life crum- 
bles around him. 
“She’s a slight horse whis- 
perer. I was really intrigued 
by this woman that has 
such emotional intelligence 
and directness. She’s not 
afraid to be fragile.” James 
said. “When Pam just goes 
around and hugs him, you 
get the feeling that he nev- 
er experiences that kind of 
physical, gentle intimacy. It 
felt really moving to do that 
moment because she kind 
of knew what he needed.” 
The hug is a cathartic mo- 
ment for Kevin, who has 
been taught to hold back 
his emotions in real life. 
“It was the first time that it 
really wasn’t about winning 
or losing and, for Kevin, 
about being himself and 
finding meaning outside of 
the gym and the ring and 
the world of his family,” 
Efron said. 
But Efron didn’t expect to 
feel it too. 
“It was overwhelming in the 
best possible way,” he said. 
“I almost didn’t know how 
to deal with it. It felt very 
close to the character.” 
Efron’s committed perfor- 
mance has earned him 
some of the highest praise 


in his career. And the fact 
that he hadn’t done any- 
thing like it before is part of 
the reason Durkin wanted 
him. 
“He had the athletic back- 
ground, the dance back- 
ground and the physicality 
and those are great build- 
ing blocks to being a wres- 
tler. And he has a clear 
hunger for doing tough 
work,” Durkin said. “But the 
ultimate thing was meeting 
him and seeing how kind 
and sweet he is as a per- 
son. It’s quite a silent role 
in a lot of ways and having 
that core was crucial.” 
While filming, he said, “A lot 
of my direction to Zac was 
‘don’t cry yet.’ Even in mo- 
ments where it’s impossible, 
just hold it in and keep 
holding it in.” 
For Efron, the exploration 
of repressed emotions reso- 
nated. Spending time with 
Kevin has only helped rein- 
force its importance. 
“I think a lot of men deal 
with this,” Efron said. “Re- 
pressed 
emotion 
never 
leads to good things. It’s 
something that I’ve defi- 
nitely had to work on over 
the course of my career 
and life. That this movie 
was about that was intrigu- 
ing to me. It felt personal.” 
But it wasn’t all tears and 
bruises. They had some 
genuinely fun scenes to 
look forward to as well, in- 
cluding line dancing at 
Kevin and Pam’s wedding. 
“It’s just the coolest thing 
I’ve ever done on cam- 
era,” James said. 
“You rocked that scene,” 
Efron responded. “By the 
way, I didn’t know you 
had rehearsed. I thought 
you just knew that dance. I 
was blown away, I was like, 
what is going on? How do 
you know this? Aren’t you 
British?” 
For both, the film was a 
“real ride” and flush with 
creative energy and free- 
dom. 
“It 
definitely 
rekindled 
something inside me,” Efron 
said. “I’m in love with this 
process more than ever. 
I really needed it. I really 
did.”q 


This image released by A24 shows Lily James, left, and Zac Efron in a scene from “The Iron 
Claw.” 
Associated Press 


Zac Efron and Lily James on the simple gesture that frames the 
tragedy of the Von Erich wrestlers 


SPORTS A15 
Thursday 21 december 2023 


CHICAGO (AP) — The U.S. 
Soccer Federation refused 
Major League Soccer’s at- 
tempt to pull its top rosters 
from next year’s U.S. Open 
Cup, the sport’s oldest 
competition in the nation. 
While MLS announced in a 
statement at 6 p.m. EST Fri- 
day that its board of gov- 
ernors decided to send 
teams to the tournament 
from its third tier MLS Next 
Pro rosters, the USSF char- 
acterized the league’s ac- 
tion only as a request that 
had been turned down. 
“As we move forward, we 
will continue our review of 
the Open Cup to ensure 
it aligns with the U.S. Soc- 
cer strategic pillars,” the 
USSF said in a statement 
Wednesday. “We remain 
committed to addressing 
the needs and concerns 


of all of our members, in- 
cluding MLS, and other 
stakeholders to enhance 
and improve the U.S. Open 
Cup.” 
MLS issued a statement 
four minutes later saying it 
“is committed to finding a 
viable solution for the 2024 
tournament and is working 
to find a pathway that ad- 
dresses its goals and con- 
cerns.” 
“Moving forward, MLS will 
remain focused on increas- 
ing opportunities for up- 
and-coming players, a key 
component of the league’s 
player development strat- 
egy that ultimately benefits 
the U.S. national team pro- 
gram.” 
MLS added “it believes 
that there are several es- 
sential goals and concerns 
that must be addressed in 


connection with the tour- 
nament, including devel- 
oping young professional 
players and providing them 
with greater opportunity to 
play before fans in mean- 
ingful competition in a tour- 
nament setting, prioritizing 
player health and safety, 
reducing schedule con- 
gestion for MLS clubs, and 
enhanced investment from 
U.S. Soccer.” 
The United Soccer League, 
which entered 46 of the 99 
teams in this year’s tourna- 
ment, said in a statement: 
“We stand with fans across 
the country who want to 
see it remain an authentic 
and inclusive competition.” 
Houston beat Inter Miami 
this year in the U.S. Open 
Cup final, earning a berth 
next year in the CONCA- 
CAF Champions Cup. Mi- 


ami star Lionel Messi was 
injured and missed the 
match. 
The U.S. Open Cup began 
in the 1913-14 season, and 
MLS started play in 1996. 
Since the start of MLS, the 


only team not from the first 
tier to win the competition 
was the 1999 Rochester 
Raging Rhinos of the USL’s 
second-tier 
A-League, 
which beat the Colorado 
Rapids 2-0 in the final.q 


Inter Miami forward Lionel Messi attempts a penalty kick during 
the second half of a club friendly soccer match against New 
York City FC, Friday, Nov. 10, 2023, in Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 
Associated Press 


U.S. Soccer Federation refuses MLS attempt to pull top rosters from 
U.S. Open Cup 


By PETE IACOBELLI 
AP Sports Writer 
Roger 
Penske 
achieved 
something this season the 
pioneering 
motorports 
magnate had never done 
in his long, accomplished 
career with back-to-back 
NASCAR championships. 
Ryan Blaney gave Penske 
consecutive series titles at 
Phoenix last month after 
teammate Joey Logano’s 
title-winning run in 2022. 
“You win one, and you start 
all over again,” Penske 
said. “They don’t give you 
an extra lap ahead of ev- 
erybody after you win one. 
Last year, Joey did a great 
job, and by the way when 
you think about it, last year 
at Phoenix, if you watched 
it, Ryan was a good wing 
man. He had a fast car at 
Phoenix, so we knew that 
he had the speed.” 
That showed throughout 
this past season as Blaney 
won three times, including 
twice in the playoffs and 
was fastest when it count- 
ed most with eight top 10 
finishes in the final 12 races. 
Blaney was gushing after 
his championship after star- 
ring in a pair of Penske firsts: 
Winning 
the 
Coca-Cola 


600 to combine with Josef 
Newgarden’s Indianapolis 
500 win on Memorial Day 
weekend and then earning 
that NASCAR crown. 
“You don’t get to do that 
often, do something for 
Roger that he hasn’t done 
before, and to be able to 
bring that to him is definitely 
very special,” Blaney said. 


Count on Blaney and Lo- 
gano to go hard after a 
Penske three-peat when 
the season kicks off next 
season. 
BANGED UP 
A couple of other title con- 
tenders in Denny Hamlin 
and Chase Elliott will bear 
watching after offseason 
surgeries. 


Hamlin had said 2023 was 
his year before getting 
eliminated from contention 
in the next-to-last race of 
the season. He had shoul- 
der surgery in November 
that he said was more 
complicated than expect- 
ed. Hamlin said it will affect 
offseason 
preparations 
headed into next year. 


Elliott had shoulder surgery 
to repair a torn labrum and 
he believes he’ll be ready 
for next year. He missed six 
races in 2023 after injuring 
his leg snowboarding. 
A healthy Elliott should 
make 
Hendrick 
Motors- 
ports as strong as ever. Past 
champion Kyle Larson and 
William Byron combined 
for 10 victories and finished 
second and third in the se- 
ries standings. 
TUNING IN 
NASCAR fans will have sev- 
eral new streaming ways to 
watch after the sport’s sev- 
en-year media rights deal 
that includes Amazon, TNT 
and Max. 
The new arrangement is 
worth $7.7 billion when a 
previously announced $1.1 
billion contract with CW 
is figured in, according to 
the Sports Business Journal. 
NASCAR has not detailed 
the contract’s value. 
BIGGEST SURPRISE 
Roush Fenway Keselowski 
Racing’s revival under ex- 
series champion Brad Ke- 
selowski, an owner who 
helped Jack Roush’s once- 
great program return to 
prominence this season. q 


Roger Penske, center, speaks with drivers Joey Logano, left, and Ryan Blaney before practice 
for the NASCAR auto race at Indianapolis Motor Speedway, Saturday, July 30, 2022, in 
Indianapolis. 
Associated Press 


Penske threepeat a potential theme for NASCAR in 2024 
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By JOSH DUBOW 
AP Pro Football Writer 
When it comes to getting 
big games from playmak- 
ers, the New England Patri- 
ots and Green Bay Packers 
have been lacking at a his- 
toric level. 
The Patriots and Packers 
are the only teams in the 
NFL without a 100-yard re- 
ceiving game from any 
player, with JuJu Smith- 
Schuster’s 90 in Week 14 
against Pittsburgh the high 
for New England and Don- 
tayvion Wicks’ 97 last week 
against Tampa Bay the 
most for Green Bay. 
Compounding the issue is 
the fact that the Patriots 
and Packers also haven’t 
gotten a single 100-yard 


Green Bay Packers wide receiver Dontayvion Wicks (13) catches a pass for a first down during 
the second half of an NFL football game against the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, Sunday, Dec. 17, 
2023, in Green Bay, Wis. 
Associated Press 


The Patriots and Packers are still seeking their 1st 100-yard games 
from a rusher or receiver 


rushing game from a play- 
er this season, with Rham- 
ondre Stevenson’s 98 yards 
the best for New England 
and AJ Dillon’s 76 yards the 
top game for Green Bay. 
The only other teams with- 
out a 100-yard rusher this 
season 
are 
Cincinnati, 
Denver, Washington and 
New Orleans. 
The other 30 teams have 
combined for 155 perfor- 
mances of at least 100 
yards receiving and 62 of 
at least 100 yards rushing. 
If the Patriots and Packers 
don’t have a player reach 
that mark in the final three 
games, it would be the 
first time a team failed to 
have a 100-yard rusher or 
receiver in a single game 
in a season of at least 16 
games. 
The last team that did it 
was the 1982 Baltimore 
Colts in a strike-shortened 
nine-game 
season. 
The 
last time it happened in a 
full season came in 1977, 
when Washington had no 
100-yard performances in 
a 14-game season. 
20-20 CLUB 
Christian McCaffrey and 
Raheem 
Mostert 
have 
formed the rare 20-20 club 
this season. 
The two talented running 
backs are tied for the NFL 
lead with 20 touchdowns 
this season, marking the 
seventh time two players 
reached that mark in the 
same season. 
The last time it happened 
came in 2021, when Jona- 
than Taylor and Austin Ekel- 
er each finished the season 
with 20 touchdowns. 
Jalen Hurts is next in the 
NFL this season with 14 
TDs, making it unlikely that 
2023 will match 2005 with 
a record three 20-TD scor- 
ers. In that season, Shaun 
Alexander led the NFL with 
28, followed by Larry John- 
son with 21 and LaDainian 
Tomlinson with 20.Only one 
season in NFL history has 
had two players reach 22 
touchdowns in a season, 
with O.J. Simpson (23) and 
Chuck Foreman (22) doing 
it in a 14-game season in 
1975.q 


